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spring ring 



an unbroken ruririing surface to wheels using the mam track 
but 'Operating also toT permit tKe passage of trailing wheels 
from -a divergiiig track : ; , 
Spring ring 71 PISTON RING - ; 

isprings pre* irf 5/ng o;/ .spRiNO/p/ o/ SPRING , « **. 

asprings A'spriozV adj, usu cap [frt .S/^rmg*. Union of South 
Africa] : of or from the city of Springs^ Union of So. Africa 
: of the kind or style prevalent in Springs 

Spring salmon n : king salmon ' " ' 

spring saxifrage n : EARLY SAXTFRAOB ; . / , /. ' 

spring scale n : a scale in which the weight indications depend 
upon the change-of shape or of dimensions of ah elastic body 
or system of such'lbbdies , ' , ' . " ' 

Spring scorpion gjass n : early scorpion grass . - 

spring set n : an arrangement of saw teeth in which alternate 
teeth arc sprung to the right and left to make a saw kerf wider 
than the thickness of the blade . 

Spring snow rt : CORN snow * " ' ' ; ' 

spring snowflake n t a snowflake (Leucojwn yemum) with sob- 
tary very fragrant green-tipped white flowers borne m spring 

spring starflower n a spring-blooming onion-scented 
Argentine- herb (Spheion unUtora). of the family AmaryUida- 
ceae that is'often cultivated for, its bluish white flowers ^ 

spring stay,n'l : a heavy wire 'rope running honzontaily be- 
tween the mastheads Of a schooner - 2 ran auxilian; stay/ - 

Spring steel n : a stecl-that is processed fas 'by_cold drawing, 
cold rolling,' or Heat treaitihg) to .give it the elastic properties 
,and yield strength, useful ih^springs . - ' - 

Spring switch n : a.switch consisting of a: pair of split switch 

' points held in running position by a stiff coil spring and de- 
signed to return to that position after being thrown over by 
trailing wheels from the'diverging route ^ ' , ; , - * ' ^ 

Springtail \'««,««\ n 1* : an' arthropod of the order Collembpla 
: COLLEMBOLAN 2 Z the furcula.of a collembolan ' 

spring temper n : a temper induced in steel to increase its 
upper limit of elasticity by hardening and- tempering in* the 
orunary way and then" reheating until' the -steel ^assumes 'a 

* bright blue color; also : a similar temper produced in-brass by 
ah -extreme amount of cold rolling — spring-temporea 
\'*;-*\ acU- - - 

springtide \*»,»\ n : sprinotimb <in*the''-^,of his career) 

spring tide n 1 : a tide of greater-than-avcrage range between 
high and low tide that .occurs twice "each synodic \ month 
around the times of new and full moon when the tidal actions 
of the siin and moon are' nearly in the same direction — com- 
pare FLOOD TIDE, NEAP TIDE 2 : a stroug or heflvy flow spring 

SpS^^^^^".i\^n [ME, fr. spring + time"} 1 a : the scasoo'of 
spring <help him keep his business straightcr when it grew more 
active in ~—iVtfw.l^i-/cffr> . b ; youth <a man still'in his prime 
but past his * C I' an early or flourishing stage of develop^ 
ment <the '^'bf the national spirit, when the genius of- the 
people formed customs and institutions' — W.K.Fcrguson) 
2 : a deep pink that is bluer, lighter, and stronger than average 
coral (sense 3b). bluer 'and deeper than fiesta,' and yellower 
and deeper than begonia . . . , 

spring tool n : a tool having a spring as ah*essentiaj-part of its 
. construction: as a : a glassblower's tongs resembling sugar 
tongs without tlje spoon ends*' b : a, lathe tool with a bend 
near the point to give a slight spring thatinakieis possible a light 

■ finishing cut " . { •'. ... 
spring tooth n : a flat coiled steel tooth^ (as on a caltivating or 

weeding machine) that digs deeply but>prings; backward on 

striking an obstruction ' . . . . - 

Springtootn X'-^X vt Ispring toothlzto cultivate with a spring* 

tooth implement ' . . ^ * \. 

iBpring-tooth harrow A'-.-'X or.' spring-tooth drag also 

spring-tooth n ; . a . 

harrow with " spring 

teeth . 

Spring training , n : a 

period* usu. beginning 
on March 1st and ex-; . 
tending x'uiitil . opening 
day that, is used, by !., 

f)rofessional csp. major 1- 
eague baseball teams . 
for conditioning,, prac-^ . ' 
tice, and exhibition . 
games, 

spring-trip hoe X'*.*-\ 

n :.a grain-drill furrow 
opener equipped' with ' 
a spring hoe ' "'. ' i. 

spring vetch n : a. vetch mcfa mz/va)* . , 

spring .ye tchling n Z a . European perennial herb {Lathy rus 

vcr«uj) with nodding, racemose,' YioJct=bluiL£lQwers 
spring Vise. n 1 : a spring-actuated vise' 2 : . a vise for com- 
pressing springs , 
n>rihg .wagon n : a light wagon equipped with springs and 
formerly common on farms and ranches <the spring ^ wagon 
the boys used.for' hauling salt to! the cattle — F.B.Gipson>_ ' 
spring washer n : an elastic washer; esp : a strong flat spiral 
spring.of one or two turns that is sharp-edged at the ends and 
used as a'nut-locking device — compare lock" washer ' 
SpriX^water X'-.^-X n [ME, fr. spring +' water}. i water from a 

natural spring — compare rainwater, surface water 
spring-well .\'«»,*X n t^spring H- well} : spring <go down now 

to the spring-well and give him this — J;M.Synge> , . . ' , 
spring wheat n.z wheat that is sown in the spring'and harvested 

ih late summer. or fall , . ' " 'I' ' • 

'sprihgwood X'^.^X n 1 r the, portion of each ^annual ring :Of 
"wood that develops largely early. in the growing seasoii^and;is 
softer, more porous, and lighter in weight than the adjoining 
suihmerwood because ' of its higher proportion of ' larger, ahd 
thinner-walled cells^— - called also earlywood; compare summer- 
wood '2.: a thicket of young trees' "* ... . ' 
iringwort X'*.'X n .: a root held in European ;fotkIore .to 
„ave magical properties 
springy X'sprioe, -miVadJ tErZ-bst l^spring' -\: ~yy 1 : abound- 
ing with springs of water : spongy .<picking his way across the 
treacherous ~ country — Jcannie .Gunn> "2 a;.:, having an 
elastic quality : capable of springing back to its' original shape 
after deformation <ii)ade crossbows from, the '^'horhlof the 
musk ox — Farley Mo wat>.,. to : having or marked by 'lightness 
arid vigor of mqvcihent .<a ' feUow, ^weir',set';up"rTAmy 
.Lowell) . <a fine figure of a man tall, lithe, arid'agile.^jwith'a;^^ 
step — ^A. Conan D6vle> C : lively and' resilient uiiderfbbt 
<thickly covered with heath and ling and moor plants to the 
tread — AX.Rowse) <a ballroom with floor made for 'danc- 
ing — Amer. Guide. Series: Md.y^ syn sec:iFLEXiBLB,'*** .. , ' ' 
Sprlnk vt ZMB' sprinken; &kih'"io'lME',sprenklen/'sprinclen:.to 
sprinkle — more at ,sprinklb] 'obs :' sprinr:lb " *' "V '* ^ ' V 
1 sprin.Kle X 'sprin kalX' vb sprinkled ;.* sprinkled; sprinkling 
X-kf2>liQX sprinkles [ME j/^rtfnWtf/i; sprincle'n; akin to Ml^ 
MLG, & M H G . sprehkel, sprinkel spo t, ' Icel ^sprekla spot^' OE 

■ spearca spark — more,at;sPARK] vf *,l\a :;to scatter in drops or 
► .paxdcXes^iit sprtiikleditsdn latc in the afternoon, just chough to 

remove some of the dust from th&.ihticld'—NashvillelTen- 
.nesseany <~ a little.bird sand.on the fcedirig'bbard'*^.William 
Powell-Oweri) .to.; to. scatter .widely :. distribute ^sparsely <a 
series of niodel'hoiises: jprinWcd aboiit.the grounds. rrrBetty 
Pepis>* 2 a : to scatter .'over : BESPRfNiCLE; spot usu: iised 
with with ^sprinkled that roof with,, lightning rods Tr-Eudbra 
.Welty) <his iU-fitting^ clothes were,.usually , fprf>i/c/(r</ with 
cigarette ashes — Samuel:Lubell> .;h : to $ca:tter at intervals in 
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(AV)> 2 :• to* rain lightly in scattered drops <it began to t^) 
^sprinkle \**\ n -s la: the act or an instance of spnnklmg 
<the ~ and trickle filter/ treatment of sewage —Building, 
Estimating & Contractingy, specif : a lipht rain <a brief that 
hardly wet the ground>' -b* something scattered about or 
sparsely distributed '<thcy came out of thc turinel into a oj 
lights and houses -^Katherine Mansfield) (gathering field 
peas* or the last ~ of late' cotton —Frances Gaither) C : 'a 
small particle intended or suitable for sprinkling — iisu.^used 
in pi. ^covered it with chocolate '-"J — ^Evan Hunter); 2 : a 
mottled color effect ' • ' : . ' ' ' 

lsprln*kler X'spriQk(»)l3(r)X n -S ^sprinkle +. -<?rl 1 : a 
machine or- device for, sprinkling: as a : a vehicle or an 
attachment to "a- vehicle for spnriklmg streets or roads , to (1; 

: SPRINKLER HEAD' (2)\ ! SPRINKLER SYSTEM C : a device for 

spraying plants or lawns d : a device for distributing sewage 
on a filter bed 2 : one that sprinkles: as a : one that sprin- 
kles timbers in mines with chemicals to make them\ proof 
against fire and rot to : one that sprinkles dry coal' or dust in a 
mine with water to prevent explosions 0 : a- laundry worker 
who- uses a sprinkler to dampen' clothes for ironing "^a- S one 
thiat believes in baptism by aspersion rather than by immersion 

^sprinkler X"X vr -ed/-ino/-s : to provide with an automatic 
sprinkler system (stressing the importance of having all schools 

;^ed — Springfield (Mass.) Daily News} - . ' 

jprinkler head n : the outlet 6f a sprinkler system that is usu. 
a valve held closed by- a- strut having seiiarable pMts^^ 
with solder of a predetermined melUng point ;(as 160° F.) that 

'"fuses when exposed to'fire temperatures and allows'the head to 
open or by a quartz- bulb containing a liquid that exfsands 

'when heated and bursts the bulb . , 

Sprinkler leakage insurance /I : insurance against Ipss re- 
sulting from damage to property caused bv the accidental 
di&harge of water' from''an automatic sprinkler system ■ - 

sprinkler system « 1 :'a system for protection against fire in 
which pipes' are distributed for conveying water or other ex- 
tinguishing fluid to outlets and that' is usu. designed to func- 
tion automatically with' the action of -heat on the automatic 
sprinkler head" or on a controlling thermostatic system — sec 
DRY-PIPE system;- WET-PiPE SYSTEM 2':' a"system for sprinkling 
water to lay dust (as in coal mines) - ' " , 

sprinkling n -s [ME sprenkling, fr. gerund of sprenklen,' sprln- 
Men to sprinkle — more at sprinkle} 1 : the act or process of 
one that sprinkles 2 a : a liniited quantity *or amount :-^a 
slight portion : modicum <has a ~ of learning) <hasn t even a 
of common sense) to : a small quantity. faUing or made to 
fall in scattered drops or particles <a-~ of snow) <a of 
pepper) c : a. relatively, small number distributed at random 
: scattering <the sandy soil of the, plain. had a'ught 'y of 
junipers —Willa ' Gather) <among 'them"were thousands^, of 
artisans.' a ~ 'b'f "intellectuals, and 'poliUcal' ref ogees — S.E. 
Morison A^H.'SLGoinmajger) , , .. , ' . „ ' 

sprinkling can n;: a- can used for sprinkhng usu. -m a< flower 
bed see can illustration ' '• ' -' . .. V'J". „ 

isprint X'sprintX -edAing/-s [of Scand origin; akin to Sw 
dial, sprinta to jump, hop, ON spretta Xo spurt-start up, jump 
up; akin to OE gcsprlntan to emit, utter. OHG sprinzan to 
jump up, Gk spjj'r/A/zein to jump'up, OSlav prft&fi to jump, 
tremble. S^a spardhdte he contends, fights] W : to run or go at 
top speed esp. for a' relatively short distance <a rabbit 'ying 
back to cover from faf but in the field —T.H.White b. 1906) 
■~ v/'; to- traverse by sprinting \ 

»Sprinl'X"\ n -s" 1 : the act or an instance of'spnnting : a 
short riih or burst of activity at top speed' 2'a":: DAOT'7b(l) 
b : a burst of speed in longer races <a <y at the finish) c ; a 
horse race of not more than a 'mile in distance ' " 

sprint-er X-t3(r)X '« -s : bne\that isprints; esp : one that com- 
petes in sprint races <a champion ~) - ■ • ' . ---^ ■ 

sprint medley n ; a medley ^relay. run by .a teamTof four men 
who run .distances of 440 yards.- 220 yards, '220 yards, and 
.:880 yards- respectively ■ • . ' . 

sprint race n : a short footrace of usu. less than a quarter of a 
mile in distance 'that is run . at top speed ^„ 

iSprit X'sprit, uiM -id. -^VX"n.-s [ME apref. sprit, it. OB sprSot 
pole, spear; akin to OE'ipri7ra«-tb sprout — more at sprout] 

' I archaic : a boat pole, ^'ra spar that crosses a fore-and-aft 

,^ sail' diagonally from the mast'near the tack of the-sail to the 
upper aftmost corner that it extends and elevates' 

»sprit 'X"X V/ spritted; spritted; sprittihg; sprits [ME 

^- sprutten;'fT:^OB'spryttan: akiri'to MHG'sp'ratzen to sprout, 

t- squirt; J^OTvr'spruta to :spurt, squirt,' OE-jpr/Zfon' to' sprout — 
inore.at sPROtJT I : 'sprout, bud, germinate ' ^ " 

asprit X**\ rt Vs shoot, sprout^- 2 tcWe//^'5«>f* :-a reedy 

^ plant : RUSH y3:: a fine speck in unbleached liheh — ^'usu. used 

spi^e X'sprit, itsu -Id. +VX n -s [ME sprit, fr. OF^ esprit,' fr; L 
spiritus — more at'SPmrr] X a archaic : inner being ; SOUL <his 
clear yet reigns b*er earth -r^F.B.Shelley) b : a disembodied 
spirit : ghost, shade <little'ghost ~j of dust sprang up and 
danced across the shimmering plain —Francis Birtlcs) 
2 a : elf, fairy '<tbc witch, the ~i the- goblin — where are 
they — EiA.Pbe) to : an elfish pefsoii <he was a tricksy..-^ for 
whom stone' walls- did not a" prisbn make* — Dbuglas Bush) 
•3 or Sprite crab : sand crab lb ' ' - • 

sprite*U*ness X-leiids, -lin-X ore Aa/c var oj sprightuness 
sprite.ly X-le, -li\ arcto/c var o/ sprightly < ' 
Sprit'Sall X'spritsbl (usual nautical pronunc), -JsalX n [ME 
spretseil. spritseil, fr. spret, sprit sprit seil sail — more at 
sprtt; SAiLJ 1 : a sail extended by a sprit 2 : a sail formerly 
hung under the bowsprit from a yard 
spritsair yard' rt t'a yard across a bowsprit to support -a 
" spritsail ' " • ■ . •'■ " 

sprittail X'*>X n V sprit -^-^ tail} i pintail la • «. 
Sprlt.ty or^sprit.Ue \'spTid.^, At^,<i\ adJ l^sprit + -y} Scot 
*: full of 'rushes '* . • ' ''' - ^ _ 

spritz X's(h)pritsX v> -BD/-ING/-ES [PaG - jcApW/ze, fr. MHG 
"•^spriltzen to^sprout; squirt — more at svRirydiql : spray, 
{'squirt • ' . 

spritz.er X-»(r)V-« -s [G, it. spritzen to squirt, spray (fr. 
'' MHG spriitzen to sprout, squirt) -1- -er} Z a drink of white wine 
^' and soda water- ♦'■'-','''!*■" - J ■ ■ 
sprbat X'sprot; «JM -od.+VX or sproat hook « -s [after W. H. 
" Sproat; 1 9th' cent.' Ehglishmari who*^in vented^ it] : a' lij^ht- fish- 
* hook with a gradual'br flattened bend — see fishhook: illustra- 
•tion^-- '\ ■•' ■ ■ 

sprock.et X'sprakit,*' i«a'''-Ad.+VX n -s [origin 'Unknown] 
I- : a'-'piecc'' bf^ wood fastened to' the upper surftoe 'of 'a rafter 
to'cffect'a change in the angle of the roof where it overhangs 
the wall of the building '2 a : a tooth or projection (as on the 
— iriphcry of a wheel) shaped so as" to" engage 'with', a chain 
: sprocket WHEEL • c : a tobthied cyliiider-or'wheel 'that en- 
_ ges the perforations of a motion-picture film to carry '^it 
'through a mechanism (as a projector) 

sprocket wheel n : a wKeel^^with cogs'or sprockets tb engage 
with the links ' of a chain or accurately pitched blocks on a 



cable — see chain gear; bicycle illustration ' 
sprod X'spradX n -s [origin uiiknbwnj^j^a, sea "trout smolt ' 
Sprot X 'sprat, «jM '-ad. + VX archaic var o/ sprat 
ispront X'spraOt; aw-aOd.+VX v& -edAinoAs [ME spruten, 
sprouten, frr OE 'spratdn:"' akin " to Orris sprata to 'sprout. 
*MD & MLG sprnteniOHG spriozan to sprout, C3oth sprauto 
rapidly, Vf ffrwst haste, Gk speirein to scatter,;sow, sprinkle, 
Arm p'aratent 1' disperse, take away; basic meaning: to 
• scatter, sow] v/ 1 a..: to grow, spring tip, or come forth' as a 
sprout <vegetation that '^ed in ,a driedrup; watei 



sprout <vegetatL 

Francis Kine)*-'<feathers do not 



. up; watercourse : — 

' iihifdrml V.' - biit erow - in 



sprucy 

up : to cause Ca new growth) to develop : grow <trees ^ing 

■ their new green Ieaves> (jurors who ~ beards during overnight 
deliberations -^N.Yitimes Afag.y tt Z to cause (a plant or 

'seed) to biirgeoh or germinate <the big rainy season-. . . is as 
necessary for''^fng the seeds of the saguaro — D.C.Pcattie) 
2 : to support or give rise to (something) in the manner of 
sprouting (rooftops- began to antennae — Amer. Guide 
Series: Wash,y\t}\e same soil can seemingly suburban homes 
of rare beauty —E.H.Pickering) <may be ^ing neuroses like 
dandelions —G.W.Johnson) , , wv ». . . 

^sprout \"X n -S [ME' fr. spruten, sprouten, v.] 1 : the shoot of 
a plant": ' a : a shoot from the seed to : the young growth from 
a root or tuber c : a shoot or sucker from the root or trunk of 
a tree 2 : something similar or likened to a sprout in appear- 
ance or development: as a : a person in his early years : off- 
shoot, scion <a ~ who wants to go- to school but isn t old 
enougK —New Yorker^ (hanging around to listen were young 
'^j, 1 6;. 18, seldom 20 —Man Sandoz) (was now the turn of 
these young to get their ears beaten back —{\ey Reporter} 
to : a new growth or development (small '^s of liberal thought 
and practice make their appearance — L.S.Fever) (new ~j in- 
cluded the only large aviation gas refinery — E.O.Hauser) 

-•3 sprouts pra : Brussels sprouts -to : bean sproitts c : kale 

**4 : coppice 3 .. " . 

^sprout vfr Iprob. of Scand origin; akin to Norw spruta to 
spurt, squirt — more at spRft] obs Z spout^ spurt 

sproat cell n^Z a cell developed by budding from a similar 
mother cell • ' 

spront.er \*spraad.s»(r), -ailta-X n -s : a device for germinating 
grains (as oats) for feeding livestock 

sprout forest n : a forest consisting of trees grown from root or 
stump suckers . , _ . 

sprouting n -s 1 : the act or process of one that sprouts 2 : a 
new growth or shoot- : sprout 

sprouting broccoli n : broccoli 2 . «. 

sprouting crab grass n' Z an annual grass {Pamcum dicho- 
fortu//or«m)'found chiefly in the southern U.S. that roots much 
at the lower nodes . * 

Sproutland X'^.-X » ; an area covered by a sprout lor^t 

Sprout.llng \'spraOtlio,--leaX 1 -s : a small sprout or offshoot 

. (a ~ of the giant tree —William Bcebe) (his fitUe of a poem 

iSpruce VsprUs\ n -s ojtenlattrib [fr. obs. Spruce Prussia, fr. 
ME,' alter.' of Pruce. fr. OF] 1 a : an evergreen tree of the 
genus' Pfcea marked by dense foliage forming a conical head 

. and.widely cultivated for ornament b : the h^t soft moderately 
strong wood of the spruce tree that is less-r«iinous than pine 
and is used esp. for timbers, mill work,, and musical instruments 

compare fir C : any of several other coniferous trees (as the 

Douglas fir) 2 : a variable color averaging a dark grayish 
green that is bluer and stironger than average ivy, bluer and 
darker than Persian green, and bluer, lighter, and slightly 
stronger than hemlock green 3 : spruce beer 

^Spruce \"X adj, often -erAest [perh. fr. obs. E Spruce 
(leather^, a kind of smart leather imported from Prussia and 
used to make jerkins] 1 : smart, active, spirited (a. 
lively air. fashionable dress -Earl of Chesterfield) (the thick 
orchestral texture is well recorded and some of the chordmg is 
admirably ~ — Edward Sackville-West & Desmond Shawc* 
Taylor) (even pedestrian old stuff is pretty ~ HJ?^,^^.?*5^^°jC 

•ing, and the really good jokes take wing — D.T.W McCord) 
2 meat, clean-lined, or smart in appearance : trim (how ~ he 
looks in his finery —W.E. M.Camp bell) (had great neatness^of 
person; and he continued to wear his ~ black coat and his 
bowler hat ... in a dapper; jaunty manner — W.S.Maugham) 
(the store looked cheerful and ~ and spanking clean. — Arthur 
Cavanaugh) ' - . • > 

'spruce X**X yb -edAinoAs v/ : to make (a person or thing) 

' trim; smart, or spruce (the interior . . . was so spruced, so 
listening with white paint —Sylvia T. Warner) (^sprucing 
himself for the party) — often used with wp^(bought a buggy 
and came to town' spruced up in store clothes — W.A.White) 
(amusement arcades have spruced themselves up for the sum- 
mer season — D.K.Keay) (a short collection of notions 
^ . . some of them' jprwcerf. up as epigrams, others running as 
long as a pageT-r-^ew yor*er>. vi : to make oneself spruce— 
usu: usetl with up <makes:a'mad dash fori the comfortabJe 

•waiting-rooms /. ; to ~ up a bit — Lynn Grok).(r^' "P. child, 
shoulders back,. smile, ' look pleasant — N.Y.Times} 

^3VTace'\"\ adv; of ten ,'ER/'esT z SPRXJCEL.Y . 

spruce aphid n : a small deep green aphid-(£lafoofwn abletmum) 
that attacks ithe; needles of spruces ' 

spnice beer >i? ra beverage flavored with spruce: a ! one made 

-from spruce twigs and leaves boiled witbimolasses or sugar.and 
fermented with yeasto to t-a.fermented beverage made with an- 
extract of -spruce twigs -and leaves ' 

Spruce beetle mz a beetle that attacks the spruce; esp : any of 
several ' bark ibeetles of the genus Dendroctonus whose larvae 
feed beneath' the bark and often cause severe damage , 

spruce borer n : the larva of any of several beetles of the rami- 
fies Cerambycidae and Buprestidae or of various bark beetles 
that develops- in the wood or beneath the- bark of spruce 
trees 

Spruce toUd mldge n : a cecidomyiid fly {Rhabdophaga swainei) 
that causes bud gall on white spruce in eastern Canada 

Spruce bud moth-n 1 : the aduh of the spruce budworm 
2 : ah oleihreutid motH {Zeiraphera ratzeburgiana\ the larva 
of which feeds on spruce buds in northern U.S. and in Canada 

Spruce budworm n : a caterpillar that is the larva of a tortricid 
moth* iChoristoneura furhiferana) and feeds on the needles of 
the terminal shoots of spruce, balsam fir, and other evergreen 
trees in the northern U.S. and in Canada 

spruce conewbrm n : the larva of a phycitid moth \Dioryctrla 
reniculella) that feeds on young cones of spruce in the 
northeastern U:S. and eastern Canada- , . 

spruce extract '/i waste sulfite liquor contammg salts-oi 
ligninsulfonic acids and purified for use chiefly in tanning 
leather ■ _ L « . , * * 

spruce fir n Ispruce fr. obs: U Spruce Prussia] n : any of several 

SprucCSI'CJp : NORWAY SPRUCE • * 

Spruce toliage worm n : spruce coNEwoRM ^ 

spruce gall aphid n z any of several aphids of the genus 

Adelgesthat cause galls on the leaf shoots of spruce trees 
spruce green n : SEA GREEN la - ,^ . , 

spruce grouse or spruce .partridge « : a. grouse (Canachites 
canadensis) of the forests of northern No. America chiefly 
north of the U.S. whose plumage is extensively barred with 
black with the adult male being nearly black below 
spruce gum n : an oleoresinous exudation esp. from the red 
spruce or the black spruce used as a chewing gum or.expecto- 
.rant ■ * * . 

^ruce*Iy cutv i^spruce +*-ly} : in a spruce manner t neatly, 
TRnnLY (he dressed — Robert Graves) (the buildings are 
painted ^Amer. Guide Series: Wash.) 

Spruce spider mite or spruce mite n : a dark green spiny mite 
(Oligohychus^ununguis) that attacks spruce and other conifer- 

• ouVbr deciduous trees'in' several parts of the U.S. 

iBpruce»ness-/i.-ES : the;quality or state of being spruce (the 
army* leaves its- marks of physical —Dixon Wecter) (the 

-curious confusion of ~ and' squalor — ^W.C.Brownell) 

spruce oil n : a colorless to light yellow pleasant-smelling es- 
sential^ oil obtained from the needles and twigs of various 
spruces Vand hemlocks and used chiefly in scenting soap and 
■cosmetics and in medicinal preparations _ , 

spruce pine n 1 : any of various American pines with light 

'soft wdod: a t a mtie CPiniis glabra^ of the southern UTS. 
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